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2020 Supporting Parent Engagement Grant Program 

Introduction 

The ACT Government is pleased to announce the opening of the 2020 Supporting Parent Engagement 

Grant Program (Program). The Program aligns with the commitments outlined in the ACT 

Government’s Future of Education Strategy and recognises parents and families are children’s first 

educators and that family-school partnerships have significant and long-lasting impacts across 

communities.  

Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth (ARACY) defines parent (and family) engagement 

as the capacity of families, in partnership with schools, to support student learning and achievement 

by promoting interactions with children and young people that nurture positive attitudes towards 

learning, confidence as learners, and the development of subjective learning resources. 

Grants will be available to P&C associations associated with ACT public schools to strengthen P&C 

governance, and their capability to effectively operate, administer and govern businesses. For ACT 

public schools who do not have an active P&C association, the school principal (or nominated 

delegate) and/or the ACT Council of Parent & Citizens Association (the Council), can make a grant 

application to support the formation of a P&C association.  

Aim 

The 2020 Supporting Parent Engagement Grant Program aims to: 

• increase the business acumen and enterprise skills of ACT public school P&C associations to 

run effective businesses such as Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) programs 

• build efficacy of ACT public school P&C associations to strengthen family-school partnerships 

and embed effective parent engagement strategies as ‘business as usual’ 

• develop and promote practical tools and resources to strengthen parent engagement to 

maximise the impact on children’s learning and wellbeing outcomes 

• support sustainable and innovative initiatives to foster greater parent engagement and 

improve learning and wellbeing outcomes for children and young people 

• better promote P&C associations to increase involvement of all parts of the school 
community including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families.  

Available Funding 

• Total funding of $800,000 (GST exclusive) is available for the Program. P&C associations can 

apply for up to, and including, $20,000 (GST exclusive) grant. Eligible applicants may submit 

an application in partnership with other P&C associations and submit an application that 

reflects these arrangements.  

• Grants are one-off for the specified purpose and are not intended as a recurring funding 

source. 

• Please note it is at the discretion of the Assessment Panel as to whether the full amount 

requested is received.  
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Eligible Applicants   

The following groups are eligible to apply: 

• P&C associations linked with an ACT public school (including sub-committees such as school 

canteen, OSHC, uniform shop) 

• ACT public schools (that do not have an active P&C association) 

• the Council (on behalf of a parent group wishing to form a P&C association). 

Eligibility Requirements:   

• have a current public liability insurance policy with a minimum of $10 million in cover 

• meet one of the following service delivery types: 

o not for profit incorporated association or company; 

o not for profit organisation with other legal status; 

o approved Early Childhood Education and Care Service under the National Quality 

Framework (managed by a P&C association) 

• be a viable legal entity as defined by the Australian Taxation Office. Applicants may be asked 

to provide copies of recent Audited Financial Statements to help support their claim of 

financial viability (if not already provided as part of the OSHC framework pre-qualification).  

Applicants must not be a political party, defined as a political party registered under Part XI of the 

Commonwealth Electoral Act.  

P&C associations with multiple services and/or sites will be permitted to submit one application for 

multiple sites/services.  

P&C associations may also develop partnerships with other P&C associations and submit an 

application that reflects these arrangements.  For example, two P&C associations may collaborate and 

submit a joint application for a total of $40,000 (2 x $20,000).  A partnership application must be 

submitted by the ‘lead’ P&C association.  

Supporting Parent Engagement Grant Program examples are available in Appendix 1. 

Proposed initiatives must: 

• align with the aims of the Program as described in these Guidelines 

• be delivered in the ACT for ACT public school students and/or parents and carers. 

All applications must be endorsed by the ACT public school principal.  

Funding Exclusions  

The 2020 Supporting Parent Engagement Grant Program funding cannot be used for: 

• projects that do not contribute to the aim of the Program; 

• ongoing/recurrent funding; 

• projects that are a duplication of an existing service, program, project or event; 

• retrospective costs — projects or purchases which have already taken place; 
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• salaries where the salary form part of the P&C associations’ usual responsibility; 

• recurrent operating or maintenance costs for day-to-day operations of the P&C association;  

• prize money; and 

• projects which are deemed to be inappropriate or offensive. 

Assessment Criteria 

Eligible applicants must address the aim of the Program and the Assessment Criteria to demonstrate: 

Grant Intent – initiatives that demonstrate a recognised need and incorporate an 
evidence informed approach to build strong P&C associations to enhance parent 
engagement  

Objectives – initiatives that demonstrate innovative and sustainable ways to increase 
P&C business acumen and parent engagement aligned with the Future of Education 
Strategy and Contemporary parent engagement research 

Action Plan – demonstrated capacity to deliver the project within budget and 
timeframes, identifying key milestones  

Evaluation – applicants demonstrate consideration of quantitative and qualitative 
evidence of improved parent engagement/business acumen.  

Assessment Process 

Opening and Closing Period 

Applications will open on 26 June 2020. Applications will be accepted anytime during the year. The 
Grants Program will close when the total funding is expended. 

Assessment Period 

Grants will be assessed in three assessment periods in 2020. Additional assessment periods will be 
scheduled in 2021 if the total funds have not been expended. Applications will need to be submitted 
by the following dates to be assessed in that assessment period. 

Assessment Period 1: Application accepted until 5pm Friday 7 August 2020.   

Assessment Period 2: Applications accepted until 5pm Friday 18 September 2020.  

Assessment Period 3: Applications accepted until 5pm Friday 30 October 2020  

Applicants will be notified within 30 days from the end date the assessment period.  Please factor 
this time in when developing your project timelines.    
 

Assessment Process 

Upon receiving an application, the ACT Education Directorate will make an initial assessment to ensure 
the application meets the eligibility requirements. Additional and/or clarifying information may be 
requested to ensure the application adequately addresses each of the criteria.   

https://www.education.act.gov.au/our-priorities/future-of-education/strategy
https://www.aracy.org.au/publications-resources/area?command=record&id=302&cid=
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Eligible applications received by the closing date for that assessment period will be assessed by the 
independent Assessment Panel and rated against the Assessment Criteria. Panel members will be 
required to sign a confidentiality agreement and declare any conflict of interest before assessing the 
applications.  

The Panel will make its recommendation based on the information provided in the application.  

All applicants, whether successful or unsuccessful, will be formally advised in writing of the outcome 
of the assessment process within 30 days of the decision of the Panel. 

Applicants who are unsuccessful may submit a new application with additional information for 
consideration in the next Assessment round.  

The decision of the Assessment Panel is final.  

Accepting a Grant 

1. Successful applicants will be required to enter into an Agreement with the ACT Government 
setting out the terms and conditions for which funding will be provided, including acquittal 
requirements within the agreed timeframe; this Agreement will be a Letter of Offer. 

2. Funds may be spent only on items and activities specified in the Agreement. Any unspent 
funds must be returned to the Education Directorate and will be reallocated as part of the 
Grant program until all funds are expended.  

3. Grant recipients must ensure that the assistance provided by the ACT Government is 
appropriately acknowledged in any promotional or other materials. The ACT Government’s 
Branding Guidelines and “Supported By” logo are accessible at 
www.grants.act.gov.au/acknowledging  

4. Written permission must first be obtained from the Education Directorate to make 
adjustments to approved grants prior to funding being expended. 

5. The names, project descriptions and funding amount of all successful recipients will be posted 
on the Education Directorate website following the assessment process; by accepting a grant 
you agree to this requirement. 

6. Grant recipients must agree to share any knowledge or skills acquired from participating in a 
course funded by the Program with other members of the P& C association within and across 
the Education Directorate.  

Acquittal/Reporting Requirements 

1. All successful applicants must expend the funds within the timeframes nominated in the 
Letter of Offer; this is normally 12 months of receipt of funds or at the completion of the 
activity, whichever is sooner. 

2. An acquittal of the grant must be provided within 30 days of the completion of the grant 
activity, or by the date specified in the Letter of Offer, any unexpended funds are to be 
returned at the time of acquitting the grant. An acquittal form and reporting form will be 
supplied to successful applicants in their Agreement. 

3. Grant recipients are required to keep ALL receipts and submit them with the acquittal form. 

http://www.grants.act.gov.au/acknowledging
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4. Grant recipients must provide evidence of successful completion of any course/s funded by 
the Program. 

5. Grant recipients are required to provide the Education Directorate with such documents and 
information to create case studies of best practice in parent engagement.  

Please note: To be eligible for funding in future grants rounds, grant recipients must meet all acquittal 
and reporting requirements. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant to upload the receipts and complete the acquittal form template. 
Where an applicant is under an auspice arrangement, the applicant must take all reasonable actions 
to obtain a summary including the receipts from their auspice provider to ensure the acquittal is 
complete. 

Application Process 

Applicants must respond to the Assessment Criteria as detailed above. Applications must be submitted 

via the online 2020 Supporting Parent Engagement Grant Program Application Form at 

http://bit.ly/Parenteng1 It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that their application is 

complete and accurate.  

Confidentiality  

All material submitted to the Education Directorate is provided in confidence. However, the  

ACT Government will make public a list of successful applicants and may also promote successful 

applicants for the mutual benefit of the Education Directorate and the applicant. Details of 

applications will not be made available to third parties without permission. 

Further Information 

For further information please contact the Supporting Parent Engagement Grant Program Secretariat 

at EDUParentEngagementGrants@act.gov.au.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/Parenteng1
mailto:EDUParentEngagementGrants@act.gov.au


  

6  2020 Supporting Parent Engagement Grant Program 

Parent Engagement 

Appendix 1 Application Criteria 

 

 

 

Selection 

Criteria Indicators and Supporting Evidence Weighting % 

1. Intent  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Does the application support a recognised need within the 
organisation?  

• How well do the goals of the project meet the aims of the Grant 
program?   
o Increase business acumen and enterprise skills 
o Establish a P&C association  
o Strengthen family-school partnerships and embed 

effective parent engagement strategies 
o Develop practical tools and resources to strengthen 

parent engagement  
o Support a sustainable and innovative initiative to foster 

parent engagement  
o Increase involvement in the P&C of all parts of the school 

community including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
families.   

• Does the project strengthen parent engagement?  
 

30% 

  

2. Objective 
• How clearly are the objectives stated?  

• How does the intended impact of the project align with the 
goals and the objectives? 

• How sustainable is the project? 

• Does the project involve collaboration?  

• How will the project align with the Future of Education 
Strategy’s foundational pillar, Developing strong Communities 
for Learning? https://www.education.act.gov.au/our-
priorities/future-of-education/strategy and  

• Contemporary parent engagement research 
https://www.aracy.org.au/publications-
resources/area?command=record&id=302&cid=  

30% 

3.Feasibility 

of Action Plan   

 

• How feasible is the project in terms of:  
o Action Plan 
o Budget 
o Justification of expenses 

30% 

4. Evaluation 
• Does the project include a thorough evaluation?  10% 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/our-priorities/future-of-education/strategy
https://www.education.act.gov.au/our-priorities/future-of-education/strategy
https://www.aracy.org.au/publications-resources/area?command=record&id=302&cid=%20
https://www.aracy.org.au/publications-resources/area?command=record&id=302&cid=%20
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Appendix 2: Supporting Parent Engagement Grant Program Examples  

What activities/projects may be funded by the Program?  

• Develop the business acumen, marketing and stakeholder engagement skills of P&C 

members by learning practical strategies contextualised to a school community.  

• Engage a not for profit accounting specialist for support with managing the 

accounting processes and meeting the compliance obligations of P&C run 

businesses.  

• Develop the event management skills of P&C members to enhance their ability to 

coordinate fundraising activities such as school fetes. 

• Undertake a MYOB or other bookkeeping course to strengthen P&C members’ 

capability to manage the accounts of P&C run businesses. 

• Participate in a Volunteer Managers workshop to understand why people volunteer 

and learn practical recruitment strategies to help find new volunteers. 

• Undertake a Human Resource Management course to support P&C members with 

the recruitment, selection and induction of staff, completing performance appraisals 

and leading effective workplace relationships.  

• Engage a consultant to assist the P&C to lead cultural integrity within their 

organisation and the wider school community.  

 


