
 

Contact: Early Learning Officer email, phone 02 6241 5759  

 

Minutes 
Early Learning Subcommittee Meeting 

Aug 24, 2023, 7.30 pm,  

online via Zoom 
 

Council's Early Learning Subcommittee is a forum for parents and carers whose children are 

attending (or about to attend) a playschool or preschool in the ACT. The subcommittee advocates 
for parents in early learning and public education, and promotes the benefits of quality early 
years learning. Download previous minutes here (or registration): Meeting summaries.  

Open 7.35 pm  

MS welcomed attendees, Acknowledgement of Country.  
Announcements: Council’s free training for members, Getting Grants on September 5. 

1. Early Learning literacy foundations 

Responding to recent media coverage around literacy teaching in ACT schools, the following 
summary of the issues: Council’s recent guest speakers included the ACT Alliance for Evidence-
based education (partners: Equity Economics and Snow Foundation), and the Education 
Directorate.  

A recent report by Equity Economics highlights concerns and calls for the ACT to implement a 
year 1 phonics check and provide tutoring and one-on-one support for students who are falling 
behind (see summary/links, annex 1) 

"Balanced literacy teaching" and "systematic synthetic phonics teaching" are two distinct 
approaches to teaching reading and literacy skills, each with its own philosophy and methods. 

The Education Directorate response was comprehensive and included examples of how 
schools/teachers support preschool and kinder children's literacy development summarised: 

Elements of Literacy Development 

• Measurements: Include PISA (Program for International Student 
Assessment), NAPLAN (3,5,7,9), AEDC 2021 x 3 yrs (kinder), BASE (formerly PIPS), 
classroom assessment, parent engagement w learning. 

• Curriculum and Instructional methods: and The Australian curriculum. and the Early 
Years Learning Framework (EYLF) ‘Belonging, Being, and Becoming’ (LINK) early years 
are transitioning between the framework and the curriculum. Both guide approaches to 
teaching literacy. ACT schools are also implementing the 10 essential instructional 
practices in literacy. 

• Professional Learning and Learning Communities: Learning communities in schools 
have a significant role in professional collaboration which impacts literacy development 
and includes literacy teaching champions in ACT schools.  

• Parent engagement: Support for parents to engage with their children’s learning, and 
communication/collaboration for building parent-school partnerships. 

• When students aren’t making progress: Schools provide guidance on ways to support 
students. Council (via P&Cs) and the Education Directorate provide recommendations 
and links for working with your school – ACT Education Directorate ‘starting School’. 

mailto:earlylearning@actparents.org.au
https://www.actparents.org.au/index.php/parent-voice/sub-committees-on-special-topics/item/394-early-learning-subcommittee-meeting-summaries
https://www.actparents.org.au/index.php/help-for-p-cs/training
https://www.actaebe.au/aaebe-partners
https://www.actaebe.au/aaebe-partners
https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan
https://www.aedc.gov.au/
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/assessment_and_reporting/early-years-assessment
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/Our-Curriculum/australian-curriculum
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/nqf/national-law-regulations/approved-learning-frameworks
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/starting_school/education-in-the-act
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The best thing parents and carers can do to boost children’s reading and writing skills - 
read to your children, and ASK the teacher who can provide information about in-
classroom activities and suggestions for learning. 

Discussion/feedback from parents 

Parent connections with school and teacher are mostly helpful. P&Cs rarely hear about issues 
raised by parents. Parents are often more invested when their child is struggling - every 
classroom has diverse student needs - schools try to make reasonable adjustments for all 
students to access their education, and teachers differentiate practice for all learners. 

If parents aren’t getting the help they need, they are advised to provide feedback to the 
teacher, the school, or the education directorate: supporting your child’s education. 

In general, ACT public schools support students with learning difficulties through active 
monitoring and Response to Intervention, (an evidence-based tiered approach that responds to 
the needs of different students). 

2. Transition to School Webinar for parents of children ‘Starting preschool or kinder 2024’  

free parent webinar - Thu, Sep 14 at 7.30pm.  

The ‘Transition to School’ parent webinar outlines what to 
expect, how to prepare, and why having a plan for starting 
preschool/school is important. An opportunity for parent 
associations (PPAs/P&Cs) to provide information to the 
newly enrolled parents. Speakers: Dr Kathryn 
Hopps, transitions researcher, Simone Hobday and Sally 
Johnson, ACT Education Directorate.  
 
Please share Council’s Transition webpage resources, 
Facebook Event, and registration link with families: 
Registration 

Council’s ‘resource guide’ for families with children starting school and ‘books to read with 
children about starting school’ are on the Transition webpage. 
 

3. Already started preschool or kindergarten 2023 - parent survey 

Have you sent a ‘check in’ message to new parents?  
Invite your preschool and kindy parents to share how they’re going with Council’s ‘Starting 
School Survey’. It’s approx. 5 minutes via the survey link and parents can access ‘Books about 
Feelings’ for children as a thank you to respondents. Closes Oct 31. Survey promo link 

 
4. Recognising early childhood education in ACT law  

In the ACT’s EC strategy Set up for Success, one of the actions is to 'recognise early childhood 
education in ACT law'. To be achieved by amending the Education Act 2004 to recognise that 
early childhood education and care has a central role in the realisation of the rights of the child: 

1. February 2019, the Child Safety in Schools Amendment Bill 2018.  
2. August 2020, the Education Amendment Bill 2020 
3. The Education Amendment Bill 2022 currently being considered by the ACT Legislative 

Assembly, and  
4. aims to recognise the importance of early childhood education. 

For details of the four phases of legislative amendments. 

 

https://www.actparents.org.au/images/Supporting_your_child_at_schoolENGLISH.pdf
https://www.actparents.org.au/index.php/early-learning/starting-preschool-or-school
https://www.facebook.com/events/3550451015220635
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpcOqgpjIjGNHA_WvImRg-0T2HllC7NkxP?fbclid=IwAR1usBLMPq14hb9zA-x53oBx1cVSVwhZb-LJhIANZA2ZIfNT6h34gdo6mlE#/registration
https://forms.office.com/r/UVLcXF2YXb
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFHuGbKGwE/JCMp158bu7PtWt2MVQYCTA/view?utm_content=DAFHuGbKGwE&utm_campaign=share_your_design&utm_medium=link&utm_source=shareyourdesignpanel
https://actparents.sharepoint.com/sites/ACTCouncilofParentsandCitizensAssociationsInc/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FACTCouncilofParentsandCitizensAssociationsInc%2FShared%20Documents%2FEarly%20Learning%2F01%20EL%20Policy%20%2B%20Strategy%2F2022%20ACT%20GOV%20EC%20STRATEGY%2FInformation%5FPaper%5F%5F%5FRecognising%5FEarly%5FChildhood%5Fin%5FACT%5FLaw%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FACTCouncilofParentsandCitizensAssociationsInc%2FShared%20Documents%2FEarly%20Learning%2F01%20EL%20Policy%20%2B%20Strategy%2F2022%20ACT%20GOV%20EC%20STRATEGY
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5. Council Submissions 

Council provides submissions to official inquiries and government bodies representing the 

views of ACT public school parents. School P&Cs and Council subcommittees (such as this one) 

provide input to inform submissions. Most recently the  2023 Submission to the Senate 

Inquiry into the rising national trend of school refusal. 

6. ACT Koori Preschools Tour Invitation - September 13, 9.30am 

Council’s most recent general meeting guest speaker, Simone Hobday from the Education 

Directorate, presented information about ACT's Koori Preschools. Parents and EL reps who are 

interested in hearing more about Koori Pre are invited to tour the Narrabundah Koori Preschool 

on September 13 at 9.30am. Spaces limited so please reply by Tue, Sep 5. 
 

7. Networking foundations: Mailing list of new & early years parents 

A P&C MailChimp subscription allows for opt-in parent participation (opting to subscribe to a 
cohort-based mailing list) without privacy concerns around personal contact lists. A QR code 
can be generated from the opt-in link and included in the school mailout to new enrolments.  

 
8. ELO report since May 25 meeting 

a. Parent engagement grant aquittals meeting 
b. Early Learning subcommittee review Meeting summaries and  
c. Subcommittee Meeting summaries  
d. Annual Report draft content 
e. Promote 'Transition to School’ Parent Webinar 

 
Meeting closed 8.40pm 
 

  

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/SchoolRefusal
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/SchoolRefusal
https://www.actparents.org.au/index.php/parent-voice/sub-committees-on-special-topics/item/394-early-learning-subcommittee-meeting-summaries
https://www.actparents.org.au/index.php/parent-voice/sub-committees-on-special-topics/item/394-early-learning-subcommittee-meeting-summaries
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ACT Literacy teaching 

Media 

 

19/6/2023 Jessica Del Rio, Kristy Jones  

ACT government schools needs to change the 

way they teach reading 

Equity Economics report findings.  

The report said the ACT government should 

invest in a high-quality, low-variance 

curriculum, monitor progress through a year 1 

phonics check, create systematic 

interventions for struggling readers, and 

provide training and coaching for principals 

and teachers to change the way children are 

taught to read to align with evidence-based 

methods. 

The Science of reading identifies five specific 

reading sub-skills of phonemic awareness, 

phonics, fluency, vocabulary and 

comprehension, which should be taught 

explicitly and systematically so all children 

become capable readers. 

Version 9 of the Australian 
curriculum references to the cueing system 

and predictable texts removed. 

Public schools follow the 10 Essential 

Instructional Practices in Literacy to provide a 

systematic, evidence-based approach to early 

literacy instruction. ACT literacy levels worse 

than 20 years ago. Calls for reform. 

Learning to read proficiently is critical to a 

student's success in the rest of their education 

and is a predictor for their future education, 

health and employment outcomes. 

ACT Education Minister Yvette Berry says 

teachers should use balanced approach for 

reading 

How can parents find out about their child's 

reading and writing skills? 

In response to a report from Equity Economics 

which recommended urgent intervention to 

align the teaching of reading with 
scientific evidence, Australian Education 

Union ACT branch president Angela Burroughs 

said the union supported teacher's ability to 

decide which teaching methods to use. 

Jen Cross | We must confront the myths 

surrounding education in the ACT 

There are strongly held myths about how 

schools in the ACT are performing when it 

comes to teaching literacy that do not align 

with research and data. 

Education Directorate 
Weblink: https://www.education.act.gov.au/schooling/resources-for-teachers/literacy_and_numeracy 

 

 

 

 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8237123/five-ways-the-act-can-easily-lift-its-poor-literacy-levels/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8237123/five-ways-the-act-can-easily-lift-its-poor-literacy-levels/
https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/resources/stories/curriculum-changes#accordion-41087ee733-item-594b90cc58
https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/resources/stories/curriculum-changes#accordion-41087ee733-item-594b90cc58
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8245413/no-one-size-fits-all-for-reading-instruction-education-minister-says/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8245413/no-one-size-fits-all-for-reading-instruction-education-minister-says/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8213170/focus-on-evidence-backed-teaching-methods-needed-literacy-centre/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8213170/focus-on-evidence-backed-teaching-methods-needed-literacy-centre/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8264585/we-must-confront-the-myths-surrounding-education-in-the-act/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8264585/we-must-confront-the-myths-surrounding-education-in-the-act/
https://www.education.act.gov.au/schooling/resources-for-teachers/literacy_and_numeracy
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